SLExperiments Meeting

5th November 2010

Notes taken by Helen Myers / Karelia Kondor

Ideas to exploit SL for a cultural event

Role of SL: 

· can stimulate interest .. 

· can be an authentic ‘rationale’ for the language work (anticipating interaction with real people in SL, producing something which will have an audience)

e.g. 
Guy Fawkes / Fireworks
A good source for finding holiday / celebrations: (Thanks to Pete)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_holidays_by_country

Practical factors to consider:
· Age of Learners

· Access to SL 
Pedagogical methods

Methods for ‘mediation’ where not all can be in world .. 
Teacher or student is the avatar
Teacher asks the questions:

· what should he do now?

· why?

Secondary teacher collaborates with Adult teacher in SL…

· Pupils write ‘script’ for a play

· Teacher of adults in  in SL puts on play in SL and makes machinima

· Pupils edit the film 

· Film produced includes credit for pupils

· Film published publicy e.g. YouTube

Learning objectives
Throughout: intercultural awareness
	Possible objectives
	

	DISCURSIVE LANGUAGE(S/L)


	Cultural elements:

e.g. Compare cultures – how they use fireworks

-China

-UK (Christmas, New Year, Celebrations, Guy Fawkes)

- Italy

	
	Social elements 

- Talk about types of displays

- compare individual / organised

	
	Art forms 

- Give opinions on fireworks

	FUNCTIONAL LANGUAGE
	

	
	Preparing for an ‘event’

Giving instructions 

Understanding and carrying out instructions

preparing language needed for the ‘event’

	
	Participating in an event 

· Spontaneous language in response to the situations


Focus for this session: a lesson plan for:
· Secondary age students

· Intermediate

Brainstorm of ideas ……
	Objective
	‘scene’ / SL element
	Activity – Teacher
	Activity - Learner
	SL skills needed

	TASK: FIND OUT ABOUT CHARACTER/STORY
	
	
	
	

	L/S: Talk about what known already about fireworks
	Houses of parliament
	Ask questions – what do you know already about fireworks in different cultures

-when

- Why

-who


	Answer questions


	

	L/S 

Ask and answer question about character
	Actor – Guy Fawkes in a dungeon
	Support learners devising questions
	Ask questions
Discuss before deciding whether or not to burn him
	

	R: Read about the story of Guy Fawkes

Follow directions for a treasure hunt
	Text on objects – treasure hunt to find next element
	Set task: reconstruct the story
	Find the story
	Building blocks of text
Moving around SL

	R/W write story / dialogue


	
	Set task: write the story
	Write script
	

	L/S Perform the story
	
	Set task: act out the story
	Act script
	Clothe avatar

Move avatar

Gestures

Speech

	L/S Discuss other political situations
	
	
	
	

	TASK: Organise a social event around the theme of fireworks
	
	
	
	

	L/S Talk about celebrations in general
	
	Ask questions
	Answer questions
	

	L/S Discuss health and safety issues
	In a wood
	Ask questions
	Answer questions
	Building

	L/S Buy fireworks
	Firework shop
	
	Dialogue in shop
	

	R Follow instructions
	Place where fireworks are created .. factory
	Set firework competition challenge
	Follow instructions to build a bonfire / collect fireworks
	Building

	W Write instructions for making fireworks
	
	
	Write instructions
	

	L/S Discuss fashion - opinions
	Shop for clothes
	Set fashion challenge: produce a fashion show with the theme of ‘Fireworks / Guy Fawkes’
	Discuss costumes for Guy Fawkes fashion show
	Avatar clothing
Movement

	L/S/R/W Prepare a celebration
	
	
	Participate in assigned roles
	


LOCAL CHAT
Hi everyone

 [12:08] Wena Merlin: Good evening, all!

[12:08] Claireann Pinklady: hello everybody

[12:08] Zeon Panthar: Good evening Wena!

[12:09] Osnacantab Nesterov: Good!

[12:09] Zeon Panthar: Hi Claireann!

[12:09] Claireann Pinklady: hello :)

[12:11] Odalis Crystal: have to relog, dont hear Karelia

[12:12] Claireann Pinklady: yes

[12:12] Zeon Panthar: yes

[12:12] Jasmine Quercus: ya

[12:12] Osnacantab Nesterov: Loud and clear.

[12:12] Claireann Pinklady: ha ha

[12:12] Jasmine Quercus: ;)

[12:12] Wena Merlin: yeap

[12:13] Odalis Crystal: yes

[12:14] Osnacantab Nesterov: I know, too.

[12:14] Wena Merlin: and I read the suggestion

[12:16] Letty Pienaar: Hi, sorry I am late - as usual :-(

[12:16] Zeon Panthar: Hi Letty!

[12:17] Gwared Morgwain: Hi Christel.

[12:18] Daffodil Fargis: There is a strange creature here

[12:18] Wena Merlin: Boscombe Pier??

[12:18] Pete McConachie: Fireworks are a fire hazard

[12:22] Pete McConachie: Do they still allow fireworks in the UK?? I would havethought they were considered much too dangerous.

[12:22] Jasmine Quercus: we do that in China

[12:23] Daffodil Fargis: Didn't the Chinese invent fireworks?

[12:23] Jasmine Quercus: for the opening of a resturatn, weddings, the new year...

[12:23] Claireann Pinklady: lots of firework displays in Italy too - new year is crazy

[12:24] Pete McConachie: Guns surely

[12:24] Letty Pienaar: They probably were, Gary

[12:24] Jasmine Quercus: great!

[12:24] Gwared Morgwain: :-)

[12:24] Pete McConachie: It's an art

[12:24] Claireann Pinklady: yes

[12:24] Jasmine Quercus: in france, they play fireworks for the 14th july

[12:24] Alexandra Ergenthal: Hello everyone!

[12:25] Daffodil Fargis: Hi Alexandra.

[12:25] Wena Merlin: Hello Alexandra

[12:25] Claireann Pinklady: hello :)

[12:25] Jasmine Quercus: hi

[12:25] Letty Pienaar: Hi

[12:25] Gwared Morgwain: Hi.

[12:25] Alexandra Ergenthal: Any fireworks yet?

[12:30] Pete McConachie: Need also to consider SL skills required for each part of the lesson

[12:30] Pete McConachie: Another column

[12:30] Karelia Kondor: added it Pete .. goiod idea!

[12:31] Elinor Minotaur: hi

[12:31] Daffodil Fargis: Hi Elinor!

[12:31] Alexandra Ergenthal: Hi

[12:31] Zeon Panthar: Hi Elinor!

[12:31] Claireann Pinklady: right good idea

[12:31] Pete McConachie: Seems the best place to start is with some fireworks

[12:32] Naomi Greenberg: !!!

[12:32] Zeon Panthar: Hi Pawlus!

[12:32] Claireann Pinklady: I would take the students there to start with

[12:32] Pete McConachie: Hopefully not going to burn any caqtholics tho

[12:32] Wena Merlin: Su Nacht sends her apologies... she's been trying to join the group for the last 20 minutes but her computer keeps crashing ...

[12:32] Elinor Minotaur: :)

[12:32] Pete McConachie: catholics

[12:32] Claireann Pinklady: but the plot failed

[12:32] Letty Pienaar: Hi Susanna just sent a message- can anybody help?

[12:32] Zeon Panthar: Yeah, I guess that would be an advantage of SL, setting fire to the House of Parliamant!

[12:32] Letty Pienaar: Dear all

I have been trying to teleport for half an hour and I crash every time :( I don't know if the new Viewer (which I just downloaded) is the reason. I'm trying both, one at a time, and I crash over and over ...

Have you ever had this problem? Could it be that my computer doesn't like having both viewers on the machine? 

I also started the computer 3 times ...

I don't know what else to do

:(

Susanna

[12:33] Wena Merlin: I tried to teleport her 3 times...

[12:33] Claireann Pinklady: Yes Pete, not so popular in Italy or Spain - because of the Catholic question

[12:33] Wena Merlin: Try Zeon

[12:33] Zeon Panthar: okay

[12:34] Alexandra Ergenthal: Hi Pawlus

[12:35] Pawlus Twine: Hi All :)

[12:35] Pete McConachie: Making a really big bonfire

[12:35] Jasmine Quercus: hi

[12:36] Pete McConachie: a public service

[12:36] Zeon Panthar: Exactly Gary!

[12:36] Pete McConachie: a firework competition

[12:37] Elinor Minotaur: :)

[12:37] Alexandra Ergenthal: I wonder why

[12:37] Elinor Minotaur: interesting

[12:38] Claireann Pinklady: Hi Pawlus!

[12:38] Alexandra Ergenthal: Also the film "V for Vendetta"

[12:39] Alexandra Ergenthal: Like a treasure hunt?

[12:39] Pawlus Twine: Sorry for dropping in in the middle. I just could not make it earlier. I have a meeting elswhere in SL soon, but I could not stop myself from coming here at least for a while to say hello :-))

[12:39] Daffodil Fargis: Welcome Pawlus :))

[12:39] Gwared Morgwain: Hi Pawlus.

[12:39] Betz Darwinian: thanks for teh tp!

[12:39] Daffodil Fargis: Welcome Betz and Shoshone

[12:39] Shoshone Zessinthal: Hi Daffodil

[12:39] Daffodil Fargis: and to Unicorn :)

[12:40] Betz Darwinian: whoops

[12:41] Alexandra Ergenthal: So the language focus would be: Following directions for the treasure hunt

[12:41] Pete McConachie: Mr Brock

[12:41] Naomi Greenberg: :-) thxx

[12:41] Pete McConachie: I hope we will

[12:41] Alexandra Ergenthal: and following instructions for the building fireworks part

[12:41] Zeon Panthar: Yes Alexandra, that would be one focus I guess..

[12:42] Claireann Pinklady: or students could interact with a "guy" (teacher) asking questions to find out why he is on a bonfire

[12:42] Letty Pienaar: great idea!!

[12:42] Elinor Minotaur: :)

[12:42] Zeon Panthar: @Alexandra- yes, lots of following instructions could be a part of such a lesson-very conducive

[12:42] Claireann Pinklady: AND THEN THE STUDENTS COULD DECIDE WHETHER TO BURN HIM OR NOT

[12:42] Alexandra Ergenthal: might give them ideas

[12:45] Alexandra Ergenthal: DeCuir Creations fireworks could be one place to visit

[12:46] Claireann Pinklady: yes

[12:46] UnicornG Luminos: agreed

[12:47] Elinor Minotaur: :)

[12:50] Elinor Minotaur: :)

[12:50] Elinor Minotaur: funny

[12:50] Pete McConachie: while he's on the rack?

[12:50] Alexandra Ergenthal: Lovely!

[12:50] Elinor Minotaur: he he

[12:50] Shoshone Zessinthal: I can't seem to make myself visible...

[12:51] Alexandra Ergenthal: We can see you Shoshone

[12:51] Elinor Minotaur: oh why not? the history of torture thourghout the ages :)

[12:51] Elinor Minotaur: there is a chapter on a rack there

[12:51] Shoshone Zessinthal: And none of my preferences seem to stick. I am in a noisy coffee shop and I am not switching on my mike

[12:52] Pete McConachie: Must be a dungeon somewhere...

[12:52] Shoshone Zessinthal: Hmmmm...

[12:52] Alexandra Ergenthal: Tons of them Pete ...

[12:52] Elinor Minotaur: the dungeon :)

[12:53] Daffodil Fargis: Following up on it is important, too. What would you ask them to do after the session or what would you do with the language that has cme up?

[12:53] Elinor Minotaur: you can dress up as Louis XIV without having rotten teeth :)

[12:53] Pete McConachie: nah

[12:56] Betz Darwinian: I have to leave. Sad because this is an interesting conversation

[12:56] Gwared Morgwain: OK, thanks for coming.

[12:56] Daffodil Fargis: Thanks for joining us, Betz!

[12:56] Daffodil Fargis: You can read the summary on the wiki

[12:57] Letty Pienaar: sorry will have to leave, which is a great pity as it is soooooo interesting.

[12:57] Letty Pienaar: Talk to you soon

[12:57] Letty Pienaar: bye for now

[12:58] Daffodil Fargis: Bye Letty!

[12:58] Gwared Morgwain: OK Christel.

[12:58] Alexandra Ergenthal: Bye Letty

[12:58] Gwared Morgwain: lol

[12:58] Pete McConachie: exactly

[12:59] Elinor Minotaur: :)

[12:59] Pete McConachie: You must be kidding...

[13:00] Gwared Morgwain: :-)

[13:03] Elinor Minotaur: :)

[13:04] Alexandra Ergenthal: Sure

[13:05] Alexandra Ergenthal: Sure!

[13:05] Silke Clemenceau: Thank you! Nice to meet you

[13:06] UnicornG Luminos: sounds fun!

[13:09] Pete McConachie: 20 november is revolution day in mexico

[13:09] Daffodil Fargis: more fire?

[13:09] Daffodil Fargis: :)

[13:09] Jasmine Quercus: ;)

[13:09] Zeon Panthar: Thanks!

[13:09] Alexandra Ergenthal: Thank you Nergiz. Bye!

[13:09] Wena Merlin: Thank you

[13:09] Zeon Panthar: Bye Nergiz!

[13:09] Jasmine Quercus: bye

[13:09] Wena Merlin: Bye

[13:10] Elinor Minotaur: bye

[13:10] Pete McConachie: bye evryone

[13:10] Pete McConachie: 19 november is discovery day in puerto rico

[13:10] Alexandra Ergenthal: That would be lovely, Karelia!

[13:10] Pete McConachie: they didn't know where they were before

[13:10] Pete McConachie: colon

[13:11] Pete McConachie: absolutely

[13:11] Alexandra Ergenthal: 17 November is Student Uprising day in Greece

[13:11] Zeon Panthar: maybe not after the new tution fees!

[13:12] Pete McConachie: 28 November is good neighbourliness day in turkmenestan

[13:13] Jasmine Quercus: i do agree

[13:13] Pete McConachie: 20 november is teacher's day in vietnam

[13:13] Pete McConachie: Teachers's day!!!

[13:13] Jasmine Quercus: ;))

[13:13] Pete McConachie: wikipedia of course

[13:13] Alexandra Ergenthal: right!

[13:13] Jasmine Quercus: exactly

[13:14] Pete McConachie: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_holidays_by_country

[13:14] Alexandra Ergenthal: Thanks Pete!

[13:14] Jasmine Quercus: bye

[13:14] Elinor Minotaur: bye

[13:14] Pete McConachie: find the most stupid holiday :-)

[13:14] Naomi Greenberg: byee

[13:14] Elinor Minotaur: :)

[13:14] Elinor Minotaur: the most stupid :)

[13:14] Pete McConachie: LOL

[13:15] Pete McConachie: I had better go myself - see you all next time if not before

[13:15] Pete McConachie: bye

[13:15] Elinor Minotaur: I have to go too bye

[13:16] Karelia Kondor: Bye!

[13:16] Naomi Greenberg: bye byee

[13:16] Karelia Kondor: I am juts sitting here to look back at text chat ..
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